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12. (Amended) The woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet of claim 7, fiirther 
comprising a removable one of a release fihn and a sheet of paper on said layer including a 
thermoplastic long-term adhesive, 



REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed February 27, 2001 has been reviewed and carefiiUy 
considered. Claims 7-10 and 12 have been amended. Claims 7-10 and 12 are pending in this 
apphcation, with claim 7 being the only independent claim. Reconsideration of the above-identified 
application, as herein amended and in view of the following remarks, is respectfiiUy requested. 

In the Office Action mailed February 27, 2001, the Office Action requests that the 
generic names of the adhesives hsted in the application be disclosed. Accordingly, the specification 
has been amended to state the generic names of the adhesives hsted in the application. 

Claims 7-10 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter not described in the specification. The Examiner states the following 
three deficiencies: 

1 . The specification fails to teach how to make a particular fabric which would 

be resistant to penetration by an adhesive; 

2. The specification fails to teach how to form a fabric having raised points; 

and 

3. The specification fails to teach what degree of fluidization is sufficient to 
prevent the adhesive firom penetrating the fabric. 
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The specification has been amended to clarify that a woven glass fiber fabric is used 
to make the wallpaper. The original U.S. specification did not include the term *Svoven". However, 
the intemational-phase application on which this national-phase application is based includes the 
temi "Glasfasergewebe". The attached German-English dictionary clearly shows that "Glasfaser" is 
glass fiber and the "Gewebe" is a woven cloth. Accordingly, the original apphcation discloses a 
woven fabric and the inclusion of the term woven is not considered new matter. A woven fabric 
inherently has raised points where the strands of the woven fabric cross. It is at these raised points 
that the adhesive is appUed. 

Regarding the degree of fluidization, the specification has been amended to clarify 
that the degree of fluidization is the viscosity. Furthermore, the claims are amended to recite that 
both the amount and the viscosity of the adhesive are designed so that the adhesive does not flow 
through the woven fabric. Furthermore, woven fabrics may be woven tightly so that they resist 
penetration by the adhesive. In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully 
submitted that the specification provides proper disclosure of the claimed invention. Accordingly, 
the rejection of claims 7-10 and 12 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, should now be 
withdrawn. 

Claims 7-10 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as 
indefinite. The Examiner states that the terms "raised points", "degree of fluidization", and "long- 
term adhesive" are indefinite. As described above, the specification is amended to clarify that the 
wallpaper includes a woven glass fiber fabric. It follows that the woven fabric inherently has raised 
points where the strands of the woven fabric cross. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the 
term "raised points" is not indefmite. 
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The specification has also been amended to clarify that the "degree of fluidization" 
is the viscosity of the adhesive. The specification is fiirther amended to clearly describe that the 
amount and viscosity of the adhesive are designed so that the adhesive on the raised points of the 
woven fabric does not penetrate through the fabric. It is respectfully submitted that those skilled in 
the art will appreciate that the amount and the viscosity of the liquid must be coordinated to prevent 
the adhesive fi-om penetrating the woven glass fiber fabric when the adhesive is arranged on the 
raised points of the woven fabric. Those skilled in that art will also appreciate that the tightness of 
the weave of the fabric is also a factor in preventing the penetration through the glass fiber fabric. 
Furthermore, the woven fabric may additionally be treated for preventing or at least hindering the 
penetration of the adhesive through the fabric. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the 
term "degree of fluidization" is definite. 

Lastly, the term "long-term adhesive" is replaced by permanent adhesive, which is a 

term of art. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
rejection of claims 7-10 and 12 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, is overcome. 

Claim 7 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by XP-002052603 
(Japanese Patent No. 4-339648 (JP '648)), XP-002052605 (Japanese Patent No. 1-103435 (JP 
'435)), XP-002052604 (Japanese Patent No. 1-139252 (JP '252)). Claims 7-10 and 12 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as unpatentable over GB 2 171 956 (GB '956) in view of JP '648, JP 
'435, JP '252. 

Before discussing the prior art and the Examiner's rejections of the claims in view of 
the prior art, a brief summary of the present invention is appropriate. The present invention is 
directed to a woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper including a glass fiber fabric layer with a 
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thermoplastic permanent adhesive adhering directly on one side of the glass fiber fabric layer. A 
woven fabric inherently has raised points where the strands of the weave cross. The thermoplastic 
permanent adhesive is arranged on the woven glass fiber fabric so that it adheres to the raised points 
on the one side of the fabric and therefore forms an interrupted layer Furthermore, the fluidization 
and amount of the permanent adhesive on the glass fiber fabric are designed so that the permanent 
adhesive does not penetrate the glass fiber fabric area. This allows the other side of the glass fiber 
fabric layer to be painted immediately after being placed on a wall. 

GB *956 discloses a self adhesive covering material for a wall which includes a layer 
of fabric 12, a barrier paper 14 fixed to a side of the fabric, and a layer of pressure sensitive adhesive 
16. Accordingly, this reference teaches that a paper barrier must be arranged between the glass fiber 
fabric layer and the pressure sensitive adhesive layer. This reference also fails to teach that the 
adhesive layer is arranged on the raised areas of a woven glass fiber fabric, thereby forming an 
interrupted layer. Lastly, since the adhesive of GB '956 is arranged on a paper barrier layer, GB 
'956 fails to teach or suggest that the adhesive has a degree of fluidization designed for preventing 
the thermoplastic long-term adhesive fi*om penetrating the woven glass fiber fabric and 
contaminating the second side of the glass fiber fabric. 

JP '648 discloses a non-combustible interior material having a glass fiber felt layer 
impregnated with a non-combustible solution including Ca siUcate. The same solution is applied to 
one side of the glass fiber felt layer to laminate a glass fiber fabric to the felt. A layer of 
fluoroplastic is then applied to the glass fiber fabric layer. This reference fails to teach a 
thermoplastic adhesive applied directly to a glass fiber fabric. Furthermore, this reference fails to 
teach that the layer of adhesive is applied to the raised points of a woven glass fiber fabric thereby 
forming an interrupted layer. Finally, this reference fails to teach or suggest that the adhesive has a 
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fluidization designed so that the adhesive does not penetrate the woven glass fiber fabric. In JP 
'648, it does not matter if the resin penetrates the glass fiber fabric because the other side of the 
glass fiber fabric is laminated to the glass fiber felt. 

JP '435 discloses a coated sheet with an adhesive layer. This reference discloses a 
core layer which may include a glass fiber and a pressure sensitive adhesive sheet of rubber formed 
on the back surface of the sheet. Therefore, this reference teaches that the rubber sheet is arranged 
between the glass fiber core layer and the wall and therefore fails to teach that the adhesive can be 
applied directly to the glass fiber fabric. Furthermore, this reference fails to teach that the layer of 
adhesive is applied to the raised points of a woven glass fiber thereby forming an interrupted layer. 
Since there is a rubber layer between the adhesive and the glass fiber fabric, this reference fails to 
teach or suggest that the adhesive has a fluidization designed so that the adhesive does not penetrate 
the glass fiber fabric. 

JP '252 discloses an easy adhesion type decorative sheet for wall including a 
pressure sensitive waterproof rubber sheet layer, a substrate sheet layer, a waterproof coating layer 
and a top coat layer, laminated in this order fi'om the wall to the face of the sheet. Since the rubber 
sheet layer is arranged between the substrate sheet layer and the wall, this reference fails to teach 
that the adhesive is appUed to the glass fiber fabric. Furthermore, it also fails to teach that the 
adhesive has a fluidization designed not to penetrate the glass fiber. Finally, this reference also fails 
to teach that the adhesive is applied as an interrupted layer on the raised points of a woven glass 
fiber fabric. 

In view of the above remarks, it is respectfiilly submitted that independent claim 7 is 
allowable over GB '956, JP '648, JP '435, and IP '252, individually, and taken together. Since 
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dependent claims 8-10 and 12 depend from independent claim 7, these dependent claims are 
allowable for the same reasons as claim 7. 

The application is now deemed to be in condition for allowance and notice to that 
effect is solicited. 

This preliminary amendment is presented to place the application in better form for 
allowance. No new matter has been added. Early examination and favorable consideration of the 
above-identified application is earnestly solicited. 



application may be charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 03-2412. 



Any additional fees or charges required at this time in coimection with the 



Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, LIEBERMAN & PAVANE 




Klaus P. Stoffel 
Reg. No. 31,668 



551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 
New York, N.Y. 10176 
(212) 687-2770 



May 29, 2001 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES 

In the Specification : 

Page 2, please amend the paragraph starting at line 10 as follows: 

--The object is met in accordance with the invention by a woven glass fiber fabric 
wallpaper which is provided on one side with a thermoplastic permanent adhesive. The permanent 
adhesive consists preferably of a water-insoluble hot melt or pressure-sensitive holt melt adhesive.-- 

Page 2, please amend the paragraph starting at line 15 as follows: 
-According to the present invention, a thermoplastic permanent adhesive is 
provided on one side of a woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper for holding the wallpaper on a wall 
substrate. Thermoplastic permanent adhesives are available commercially and are described, for 
example, in Rompp Chemie-Lexikon, 9* Edition, George Thieme Veriag, Stuttgart, New York, 
1995, page 4037. Examples of suitable holt melt adhesives which may be used as the permanent 
adhesives for the woven glass fabric wall paper are hot melt adhesives inc luding polvolefin 
polvmers and copolymers, nolvnropvlene polvmers and copolymers, polvester polym ers and 
copolymers, polvamide polymers and copolymers, EVA polymers an d copolymers, and 
polyurethane polvmers and/or copolymers. Specific examples of hot melt adhesives whic h may be 
used are "HELMITHERM 42034" (based on polvpropvlene-copolymers) from Forbo-Helmitin 
GmbH, Pirmasens, "TIVOLMELT 9058/30" (based on polvolefin-copolvmers) . "TIVOMELT 
9041" (based on polvolefin-copolvmers) and "TIVOMELT 9162" (based on polyesters) from TivoH 
Werke Ag, Hamburg, and "TECHNOMELT Q 5304" (based on polvolefin-copolvmers) from 
Henkel KgaA, Dusseldorf The ductile pressure-sensitive holt melt adhesives feature particularly 
long bond times, contain no hazardous ingredients, and are not self-igniting. The permanent 
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adhesive may also undergo post-crosslinking. The permanent adhesive is applied by heat treatment 
to one side of the glass fiber fabric and after coohng is permanently tacky. Of course other 
adhesives which exhibit the required characteristics mav also be used and the present invention is 
not limited to the above-listed adhesives.— 



Page 3, please amend the paragraph starting at line 2 as follows: 
—The permanent adhesive is applied in conventional manner, for example, by 
applying an adhesive melt by knife coater or rollers, so that the permanent adhesive adheres only in 
specific locations such as dots at [the] raised points of the woven glass fiber fabric which occur 
where the strands of the woven glass fiber fabric cross , the permanent adhesive thereby forming an 
interrupted or discontinuous layer of the permanent adhesive. [In respect of] Since the adhesive is 
a pplied onlv at the raised points of the woven glass fiber fabric, the amount and degree of 
fluidizatio n, i.e.. viscosity , especially of the hot melt adhesive, [the application process is] mav be 
designed so that no permanent adhesive penetrates the woven glass fiber fabric and contaminates 
the woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper surface that is to be coated with paint, if desired. The 
prevention of the permanent adhesive fi"om penetrating the woven glass fiber fabric may be 
additionally assisted by the structure of the woven glass fiber fabric. Therefore, it is also possible to 
pretreat the woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper surface facing way from the wall so that after the 
woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper has been mounted it can be painted immediately without priming 
beforehand. This property as well leads to an acceleration and simplification of the wallpapering 
and painting operation.— 



Page 3, please amend the paragraph starting at line 18 as follows: 
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"The self-adhesive woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper of the invention may also be 
sold in rolls in the manner customary for glass fiber fabric wallpapers. Contamination of the facing 
side or premature sticking of the facing side to itself may be prevented by a release fihn which is 
made, for example, of polyethylene and is easily removable prior to use on the permanent adhesive 
reverse side of the wallpaper. Instead of polyethylene, the release fibn may also comprise a release 
paper.-- 

Page 4, please amend the paragraph starting at line 1 as follows: 
--In contrast to the known self-attaching glass fiber fabric wallpapers the woven 
glass fiber fabric wallpaper of the invention is self-adhesive. That is, the wallpaper of the present 
invention can be mounted on the wall without the use of an additional adhesive. The interrupted 
layer of thermoplastic permanent adhesive brings about durable fixing which by virtue of 
subsequent additional crosslinking, indeed, produces an increasingly stronger connection between 
the woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper and the wall. 

Page 4, please amend the paragraph starting at line 10 as follows: 
-In comparison to the self-attaching glass fiber fabric wallpaper known firom the 
prior art, the self-adhesive woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper of the present invention has a range of 
advantages. First of all, treating the surface of the wall beforehand is unnecessary. Existing 
wallpapers, provided they themselves are still attached well to the wall, may be used as a substrate 
for the new self-adhesive glass fiber fabric wallpaper. Following the mounting of the woven glass 
fiber fabric wallpaper, the side facing into the room may be immediately painted since it is not 
necessary to wait until the permanent adhesive has dried. Therefore, the requirement of applying an 
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adhesive to the reverse of the glass fiber fabric wallpaper is eliminated by the present invention, and 
there is no time delay between mounting and painting the glass fiber fabric wallpaper.— 



In the Claims : 

7. (Amended) A self-adhesive woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet, comprising: 

a sheet of woven glass fiber fabric comprising woven strands and having a first side 
[having raised points] and a second side , at least said first side having raised points where said 
woven strands cross ; and 

an interrupted layer including a thermoplastic permanent adhesive adhering to said 
raised points of said first side of said sheet of glass fiber fabric for holding said sheet of glass fiber 
fabric to a wall substrate, wherein an amount and a viscosity of said thermoplastic permanent 
adhesive [having a degree of fluidization] are designed for preventing the thermoplastic long-term 
adhesive fi-om penetrating said glass fiber fabric and contaminating said second side of said glass 
fiber fabric. 



8. (Amended) The woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet of claim 7 wherein said 
thermoplastic long-term adhesive is water insoluble. 

9. (Amended) The woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet of claim 7, wherein said 
thermoplastic long-term adhesive comprises one of a water-insoluble hot melt and a pressure 
sensitive hot-melt adhesive. 



15 



By E ss Mail # EL490489395US 

10. (Amended) The woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet of claim 7, wherein 
said glass fiber fabric sheet comprises a structure that resists penetration by said thermoplastic long- 
term adhesive. 



12. (Amended) The woven glass fiber fabric wallpaper sheet of claim 7, fiirther 
comprising a removable one of a release film and a sheet of paper on said layer including a 
thermoplastic long-term adhesive. 
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Glas-federmanometer n / glass-spring manometer II 
■^-fenster n I glass window II "^filament n I glass 
filament II ■^^filamentgarn n I glass filament yarn II 
■*-filamentgewebe n / glass filament fabric II 
*filamentzwirn m I glass filament thread |( 
■^■flaschchen n I vial II ■'■flasche fl glass bottle II •'•fliese 
f i glass slab o. tile II "'-fluB m, -paste, Masse f (Glas) / 
paste, flux II ■*-fluBm, Verglasung /"/ vitrification II 
''■folie /, -film m / glass film II -<-fuB m, -quetschfuB m / 
pinch base, glass stem II '^galle ft gall of glass, salts pi, 
saltwater II "'■garn n / glass fiber yam II -^garngelege n. 
Scrim n I scrim II "^-gefaB n I glass jar II ■'■gehause n 
(Elektronik) / glass envelope II -^-gerat n I implement 
made from glass II "^geschirr n, -gerate n pi I glassware 
II '^-gespinst n I spun glass II "^gewebe n I glass [fiber] 
fabric o. cloth II ■*-gewebeband n I glass fabric ribbon II 
•^gewirk n, -gestrick n I knitted pi goods of glass fiber i[ 
^glanz m (Min) / glassy lustre II '^^gleichrichter m I 
glass-bulb rectifier II ■^-glocke f (Chem) / bell jar II 
^glocke f, -schirm m (Lampe) / glass belJ o. shade, bell 
glass II -^grieB m / glass grains pi II ^-griin / bottle 
green, dark green il <hafen, Schmelzhafen m I glass 




[melimgj pot II -^hafenton m I pot clay It "^hahn nj 
(Chem) / glass. tap II ■'■halbieiter/n / glass semiconducior 
II '^halbzelle f I glass halfcell II ^hart, sprode / 
glasshard II •^barter ZiegeJ, Glaskopf m / vitrified stock 
brick, gray o. red stock II ^hartgewebe n / fiber glass 
[reinforced] laminate, glass reinforced laminate II 
-'■hiiUe f (Fcrnsehrohre) / glass envelope II "'-hiitte f I 
glassworks 

glasieren, Glasur geben (Keram) / vamish vt, glaze v{, 

enamel vt II ^ (Pap, Tuch) / glaze, shine 
Glasier'-Muffelofen m I vitrification furnace, muffle 
furnace II ''-ofen m / glost o. glazing furnace o. kiln 
glasiert (Ziegl) / enamelled, glazed II (Keram) / glared II 

*^er Dachziegel, Dachkachel fl glazed tile II ^er 
Drahtwiderstand / vitreous enamelled wire-wound 
resistor II Tonrohre / glazed stone pipe, G.S.W. 
pipe II •*-es Tonzeug / glazed stone ware, G.S.W. 
glasig, glasartig / glassy, vitreous, hyaline 11 (Brau) / 
steely, vitreous II ^ (Geol) / glassy, vitreous II 

^ geworden / vitrified II "^e Schlacke / vitreous slag I| 
mit ^em Bruch (Geol) / vitroclastic 
Glas-industrie fl glass industry II -^isolation fl glass 
insulation li -^-isolator m I glass insulator II "^-jalousie ( 
(Kf?.) / louvers pi II '*-kasten m I show case o. cage o. 
box II "^-keramik fl glass-ceramics pi II 

'*-keramikmuJde f, -keram ikkochfeld n (Elektroherd) / 
cool top platform, glass ceramic cooking zone II 

""keramisch / glass ceramic II ''■kiste f f skip for 
packing glass II ^klar, durchsichtig / transparent, clear 
II -^-kolben m, Ballon m / spherical glass receiver, 
balloon II "^kolben m (Elektr, Elektronik) / glass bulb I) 

■^-kolben m (Chem) / balloon, flask II -^kolben, Rezipicnt 
m (Chem) / recipient, receiver It ■*^kopf m, glasharter 
Ziegel / gray stock II "^kopf m (Nadel) / glass head II 
roter ■'-kopf (Min) / native brown iron oxide II 
schwarzer "«-kopf, Psilomelan m (Min) / black 
manganese, psilomelane II -^kugel f I glass globe II 

■^kugel f, Glasgefa/J n in Kugelform / spherical flask il 
geformte ■'■kugel (Glash) / convex surface II "^kiigelchen 
n pi (fur Hinweiszeichen) (StraBb) / baJiotini pi If 

^kugelstrahlen n / glass bead blasting II -^-kutzfaser { I 
milled glass fiber II -^-laser m / amorphous o. glass laser 

II -^lava f I volcanic glass II -^leinwand / (zum 
Schleifen) / glass cloth II "*-macher, -arbeiter m / glass 
maker II '^macherei, -hiitte, -industrie f, (auch:) 
Glaswaren f pi I glass work II macherpfeife f I 
blowing iron, blowpipe II -^macherstuhl m (eine 
Vorrichtung) (Glas) / chair (a fixture) II eingebrannte 

"^-malerei / baked glass painting II [eingebrannte] 

"^malerei (mit Schmelzfarben auf weifles Glas) / glass 
staining II "^malz n (Brau) / steely o. vitreous malt II 

masse, Fritte fl glass composition o. metal, vitreous 
mass, frit II ■'■maBstab m / glass scale II "'■matte f. -vlies 
n } glass [fibre] mat II ^-mattenverstarkt / glass-mat 
reinforced II "'-niehl, -pulver/j / glass powder II -'-nietall 
n (Elektronik, Rohre) / glass-metal II 

"^-Metall-Verschmelzung f I glass-to-meial sea! 11 

■'•meteorit m / tectite II *^mosaik n / mosaic glass il 

■'■napf /7i, -pfanne f(Spitin) / glass-foot-step II 

■'■-Oberflachenmatte /"/ overlay mat o. veil II *ofen m 

I glass [melting] furnace o. kiln o. oven, calcar II 
papier n (zum Schleifen) / glass-paper II 
passivlerung f (Halbt) / glassivation, glass-ambient o. 

-passivated seal II "^paste f. Masse f (Glas) / paste, fiux il 
■^perle fl glass bead il "'■pfanne f -napf m {Spinn) / 
glass- foot-step II "^platte f, -tafel f -scheibe ff glass 
slabo. pane II gro/Je ■'•platte / glass panel I) ^poiiturf, 
-schleifen n I glass polish II <--Porzellan n, weiches 
Porzellan / vitreous porcelain, soft [paste] porcelain, 
frit 0. tender porcelain, tender china ware II "'■posten m, 
Kulbel m I gob, gather II "'■preBform f I glass mo[u]ld II 
"*■ prisma n I glass prism II ^prismen, Luxferprismen n 
pi (Bau) / prism light II "^pulver, -mehl n I glass powder 

II ^quetschfuB s. GlasfuiJ II -^rampe /"s. Glastrane II 
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